The Anthomedusae species, Corymorpha bigelowi Maas, 1905 (Cnidaria: Hydrozoa, Corymorphidae), was recorded in the northern Red Sea fauna, representing it "first invasion" in Egypt. A fact proven by past studies that this species is endemic in the Indo-Pacific region, which is mainly located in southern coast of Japan and Indian Ocean. The specimens were collected from an area located off Hurghada city, and between latitudes 27° 14.427ˊ and 27° 10.816ˊ N, and longitudes 33° 51.085ˊ and 33° 51.603ˊ E using plankton net (350 µm mesh).
Introduction
A hydromedusae species, Corymorpha bigelowi Maas, 1905 the Indo-Pacific region and a common species in the southeastern coast of Japan and Indian Ocean [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] .
Although studies on the gelatinous zooplankton of the Red Sea started at the beginning of 20 th century [10] , our information is still inadequate and scattered. Gelatinous organism was separated from the catch and fixed in neutralized 4% formalin for later identification.
Materials and Methods

Specimen Collection
Temperature and salinity were recorded in situ using thermometer and refractometer, respectively.
Microscopic Examination
In a preserved state of specimens, the C. bigelowi were examined under stereomicroscope, photographed with Olympus Camera. In order to identify the captured species, the morphological characteristics depicted in detail. The identification was confirmed with regard to main features and measurements as indicated in the literature using different keys [5, 10, 15, 16] .
Results and Discussion
Material Examined 
Systematics
Order ANTHOATHECATA Cornelius, 1992
Suborder CAPITATA Kühn, 1913
Family CORYMORPHIDAE Allman, 1872
Genus Corymorpha Maas, 1905 Corymorpha bigelowi Maas, 1905 [5, 10, 18, 19] . The polyp of C. bigelowi was reared in the laboratory and its nomenclature was revised on the basis of life cycle, to be a species of Corymorpha [17] . Later on, the living hydroid bearing medusa buds was first collected in the field from coastal region of Akajima Island, Kerama
Islands, Okinawa, Japan [20] . In samples collected from the sea of Japan at high depths (2545-2555 m and 3340-3347 m), a larva in the form of young polyps (1 mm height) was identified as Euphysora bigelowi [21] .
All recorded medusae in the present study were adults.
However, the immature medusa of this species was recorded in Japan [8, 9] .
Morphological Description of Adult Medusae
For examined specimens in the present study, Secondly, on the tentacles and the relative length, specimens from Sunda Strait showed that the opposite tentacle is shorter than the other two in small specimens (medusae height: 1.5 mm), but its relative length increases with medusa size and may eventually exceed the lateral tentacles in length (medusae height:
2.25-3 mm) [22] . Whereas those noted in small specimens from Indian Ocean off Japan were of equivalent length [23] , but that in the larger specimen (4 mm high) the opposite tentacle was much shorter than the lateral tentacles. In the California [17] and
Egyptian specimens (present study), the opposite tentacle was substantially shorter than the other two, even in the largest medusa (>5 mm high).
Concerning the third morphological feature, most observations concluded that the number of nematocyst bulbs on the principal tentacle often increase with decreasing medusa height. For example, the highest medusa recorded from the Indian Ocean (4 mm) [23] , California (5 mm) [17] , and the present study (5.5 mm), had 11 nematocyst bulbs, whereas a 2.25 mm medusa from the Sunda Strait had 21 nematocyst bulbs, and one individual of 1.5 mm high had 31 [22] . In other study, a 3.5 mm medusa with 26
subterminal bulbs was recorded [19] .
In conclusion, a common view was that the originated from Hong Kong [24] , Sunda strait, Philippines [22] , Amakusa and Tanabe Bay [25, 26] , China [27, 28] , and off Pacific Ocean; Palao
Islands [29] , Chile and Australia [30, 31] , Indo-Malayan region [5] , Kerama Islands, Okinawa [20] , Nansei
Islands [32] . Also, it was recorded from different localities off Indian Ocean such as; Alphonse
Island [23] , Bombay [33] , Indian coasts [34, 35] , Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal [36] . It is extended to bigelowi. Finally, it could likely reflect the scarcity of knowledge of Hydrozoa in the Red Sea due to lack of study rather than absence of species.
